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that in Germany she praised everything English, in England
everything German.'

Kaiser William II has written very copious memoirs
covering the whole of his life. It is significant that in the
volume devoted to his early years he dwells on his unhappi-
ness but seldom mentions his mother, while he is continually
recalling items about his father in terms of deep affection
and pleasure. Indeed, she might almost not have existed
until the day arrived when open war broke out between them
and then he has much to tell about her. Since we know
from his mother's own words, as well as from a host of other
witnesses, that she was throughout this period playing a
constant part in his life, we cannot overlook this silence of
the son to whom in her own mind she was devoting more
care than to any of her other children.

We return to the crippled left arm ; for that is the primary
cause of all the tragedy. By 'the attempted treatment he
suffered extreme torture at a tender age, but he was not too
young to understand that it was his mother who was respon-
sible for this, and that she was not sympathetic. The cure
was the thing; the way in which it was obtained would pass
into oblivion. Willy became a martyr in his infantile mind
and inside him he began to harbour resentment which went
far beyond his mother, extending instinctively to everything
around him. An early experience of this kind may set in
train complicated and disastrous reactions in the adult
character of the victim. Worse than that, the mother by her
clumsiness made him realize that his left arm was a shameful
thing and to be concealed. She herself was ashamed of her
son's arm.

This was the first great psychological error. Had William
been taught to make no attempt to hide his crippled arm
which, in fact, could not be hidden, nor, in all probability,
cured, he might have reached manhood without that fatal
inferiority complex which drove him to such calamitous
actions-

It was inevitable that a small boy thus crippled must
grow up with a certain shrinking from and envy of those who